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as a whole were lengthening the war by encouraging though  CHAP,
deluding the Boers.                                                                   LXXIII.
Me. 64.
In sitting down I can only say that, although I recognise the enormous
difficulty of the task which has been imposed on us, I am hopeful, I am
sanguine, that wo shall bring it to a successful conclusion if we have the
clear, the undoubted support of the nation behind us. If we could have
had the warm authoritative support of the Opposition in this House,
that is what I would have been best pleased to have had; if we could
have shown that there was absolutely no party in this country on the
question, I firmly believe, as I am standing here, that the war would
have been brought to a conclusion before now. I believe, and I have
some evidence to justify it, that the hope of reaction has prolonged the
war, just as in the earlier stages of the war the Boers were encouraged
to greater efforts by the hope of intervention.1
The division was one of the occasions when the inner state
of a torn, party is exhibited in the lobbies. The amendment to
reduce Colonial Office supply was rejected by 208 to 52. The
Opposition openly displayed hopeless discords. This exposure
of Liberal dissensions damaged all the sections. About forty
members went with the Government; the uncompromising anti-
war vote numbered only fifty odd, though including the Irish
Nationalists; Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and his inter-
mediates, about thirty-five in number, evaded the question and
walked out.
Any virtue whatever in the Colonial Secretary was what the
Opposition in ordinary would not and could not recognise. When
they praised his abilities it was at the expense of his character.
The "Balliol set" of the Liberal Imperialists, Asquith, Grey and
Haldane, were devoted to Milner, but not to the Colonial Sec-
retary, who did not derive from either University.2 Lord Rose-
bery supported the war, but not Chamberlain, who for his part
had not one atom of belief in the fibre of the leader of Liberal
Imperialism. Few honest men can be found to swear that they
love those who love not them. Chamberlain understood the ''pro-
Boers" whom he denounced; but he scorned, and far too much,
1 Hansard,    Fourth    Series,    vol.        2 J. A. Spender, Sir Henry Camp-
Ixxxvi. col. 1199 (House of Commons,    bell-Bannerman, vol. i. p. 302.
July 25, 1900).